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St. John’s Lutheran Church
1224 East Street, Grinnell IA 50112 641-236-4946
email@stjohnsgrinnell.org www.stjohnsgrinnell.org

Second Sunday in Epiphany

Welcome to all, especially visitors and guests.

Visitors...we warmly welcome you in the name of Christ, and we pray
that your worship with us will be spiritually refreshing and renewing. In order
that we might be able to properly thank you for your presence, please take
the time to leave your name and address in the black covered “Welcome to
Worship” folder passed in your seating row, and introduce yourself to Pastor
Roys. We are glad that you are here!

Nursery available - We encourage children to be in worship, and
understand that children will not always be quietJ . If, however, you as a
parent need to step out of the sanctuary to the nursery for a period of time,
St John’s nursery is located on the lower level of the education wing. Itis
not currently staffed, but is rather a space where one may still hear worship
while your little one takes a break. Please ask an usher for assistance.

Kids’ packets are located in the Narthex (entry) cabinet.

Christian Education classes meet every Sunday through May from
10:45 — 11:45 a.m. for all children 4 years of age — sixth grade. All classes
meet on the lower level of the Education Wing.

T-coil Hearing Loop is available inside our sanctuary. This
allows people who wear hearing aids to directly receive the
sound from the sound system in their own hearing aids without
having to use a separate device. For more information, see the
inside back cover of the hymnal.

Hearing Loop

witch hearing aid to T-coil

Hearing assists and larger print bulletins are also available in the
entry. An usher can assist you with any questions or in finding what you
need!

Seeking a Spiritual Home? Make a note on the “Welcome to Worship”
folder or call Pastor Roys at 641-236-4946. She will be glad to address your
guestions or concerns.

Family Restroom is located next to the elevator. Handicap accessible
restroom is located on the lower level off Fellowship Hall. An usher can
guide you to its location.

Holy Communion will be celebrated. All who embrace the real presence
of Christ are invited to share it, regardless of age (if the young person
communes in their home church or denomination). Those who do not
commune are invited to come forward for a blessing. The center glasses
contain white grape juice. Please tell your communing child to extend open
hands in order to receive the elements, or to cross their hands on their chest
if they do not.

Accessibility note: If you wish to receive Holy Communion where you
are seated, simply hand the yellow card in the pew to the usher. FYI: Our
side aisles are not wide enough to accommodate a walker.


mailto:stjohngr@windstream.net
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tDenotes to please stand as you are able.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
TOPENING HYMN The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing #531

TCALL TO WORSHIP
In our journeying do we give up,
resigning our discipleship into a resignation
of worshipping the old?
God calls again, again, again,
‘Come with me,
give up your blindness, look and see,
find a new vision, follow me, home.’
Amen.

GREETING
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. Amen.

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

LITANY OF PRAISE FOR GOD’S MERCY/KYRIE

Cantor, All repeat
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Lord, have mer-cy, have mer-cy on  us.
Ky - ri - e e - le - I - son.
Cantor, All repeat
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Christ, have mer-cy, have mer-cy on  us.
Chri - ste, e - le . i - son.
Cantor, All repeat
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Lord, have mer-cy, have mer-cy on  us.

Ky - ri - e e - e - I - son.
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May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us

to everlasting life. Amen.

GLORIA

Refrain
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Glo-ri-a! Glo -ri-a! Glo-ry to God in the high-est!
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Glo-ri-a! Glo - ri-a! And peaceto his peo-ple on earth!

2. Lord Jesus Christ,
only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy upon us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer, receive our prayer.

Music: Jubilation Mass, James J. Chepponis, © 1999, GIA Publications, Inc.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Dear God,

your only son came to impart the Spirit’s power and mercy to all.
May our hearts receive him and turn from the ways of selfish
pride. We ask this in the name of Jesus the anointed one, our

savior and Lord. Amen.

Pl ease besswat edrén Woor dcod

WORD

God speaks to us iIn

GOD’S WORD FOR US Psalm 3:1-6
!0 LORD, how many are my foes!
Many are rising against me;
“any are saying to me,
"There is no help for you in God."
3But you, O LORD, are a shield around me,
my glory, and the one who lifts up my head.
“l cry aloud to the LORD,
and he answers me from his holy hill.
°| lie down and sleep;
| wake again, for the LORD sustains me.
® am not afraid of ten thousands of people

SCTIT

who have set themselves against me all around.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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TACCLAMATION Sunday only
We Reach For You J.L. Salt(er)
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Oh  Je-sus teach us., guide us with your preach-ing. Like a flow-er grow-ing, al-ways reach-ing
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for the sun, we reach  for you.
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When John was in the wil - der - ness, bap - tiz - ing ev - Ty - one, he
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then bap - tized God's own be - lov - ed Son.
Use 1/13/19 © 2018 by Jerry Salter Used by Permission

GOD’S WORD FOR US Matthew 3:1-17
God’s Word for us according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, ?"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." *This
is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

'Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.™

*Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. *Then the people of
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along
the Jordan, ®and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.

"But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism,
he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? °Bear fruit worthy of repentance. °Do not presume to
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell you,
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. "°Even
now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

"I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful
than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. “His winnowing fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

3Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized
by him. "“John would have prevented him, saying, "l need to be
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baptized by you, and do you come to me?" "But Jesus answered him,
"Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness." Then he consented. '°And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. ""And a voice from heaven said, "This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased."

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Péase be seated.

MESSAGE Watershed Moments

THYMN OF THE DAY Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart ~ #800

(Please join in professing our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed)
APOSTLES' CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The leader will invite the congregational response by singing the words:
We pray to the Lord:

Cantor
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.. We pray to the Lord:
Assembly
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A.O Lord, hear our prayer. Lord, hear our prayer.
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A.O Lord, hear our prayer. A------  men, A - men.

Please be seated

PRAYERS FOR OUR YOUTH
Eli Rose Will Dahlby Albright Liam Han
Ariana Edsen Savannah Coleman Jack Pettlon

Please fill out the Welcome to Worship
Ssheethe nbl aekdf pldee in offerin

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING Choir Anthem Sunday only

As a guest or visitor, we acknowledge your
presence as the only offering expected today.

TOFFERTORY HYMN  Praise to You, O God of Mercy #208 vs 1
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND SELF

Let us pray.
Accept these gifts we bring, O God. Inspire us to give not only
our riches and our possessions, but also to dedicate our time,
abilities and lives to your service. For you love all that you have
made and desire us all to live in peace and show one another
mercy. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKS AT THE TABLE/WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

As you gather wheat into your granary, O Lord, so gather us now at
your table of grace. Join us to you in this meal and feed us for the
journey ahead.

Please be seated.
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Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,
instituted by Christ for us to eat and drink.
Baptized Christians trusting this gracious presence of the Lord
in Holy Communion are welcome to commune.
Anyone who does not commune is welcome to come forward
with arms crossed to receive a blessing. For those who do not drink wine,

white grape juice is provided.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION Lamb of God
Cantor Assembly
LY g
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Lamb of God, vou take a-way the sins of the
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world: have mer - cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sins of the
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world: have mer - cy on us.
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Lamb  of God, you take a-way the sins  of the
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world: grant us peace.
COMMUNION HYMN Sunday only
Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters  #445

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy and compassionate God,

in bread and wine you give us gifts

that form us to be humble and courageous.

May your words come to life

In our serving and in our witness,

that we might speak a living voice

of healing and justice to all the world,

through Jesus Christ, our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

TBLESSING

May God direct your ways in peace,

make you abound in love for one another and for all,
and strengthen your hearts

until the coming of our Lord Jesus.

Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

ENDOWMENT VIDEO
CLOSING HYMN Baptized and Set Free #453

DISMISSAL
People of God, what are you to do?
Know Christ, Live Christ, Share Christ.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Begin sharing Christ by greeting one another with the peace of Christ.

Please share the peace of Christ with a handshake, a word
of greeting or a gesture of praying hands.

A ST OR

Kathryn Roys
SERVING IN WORSHIP

Organist/Music Carolyn Bosse

Assisting Minister Warren Pick

Acolyte Sarah Ashing

Greeters Molly Urfer

Reader Chelsey Kolpin

Communion Jim & S Hegg-Dunne

Assistants
Fellowship Ken & Mary Waechter
Sound Tech Brian Olson

Video Tech Mike Schaeffer
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Today in Worship
Adult Forum The Gospel of John 101. An introduction to the Book of
John so that we understand the environment in which God inspired
John to write his book. Led by Rev. Ron Arends on Sunday at 11am.

General fund offerings received January 5-6 totaled $4,197.

Monday Morning Bible Study We will begin a study of Isaiah, with a
connection to the life of Jesus and the other, lesser-known prophets of
|saiah’s time in history.

St John's enrollment in Turning Point: Fostering Greater
Congregational Vitality WWhat does it mean for a congregation to be
growing? Thriving? A place that makes a difference? That's what we are
ready to examine more closely as a congregation!

Tur nRaighd st eGriem@ enrgr eg &t t astam 18-y
month guided learning process in which six to ten congregations from
across the Southeastern lowa Synod will engage together in listening,
learning, and experimenting within their congregations and
communities. The council at their December meeting voted to go
forward with this process and enroll in Turning Points. The council
authorized the team to bring them ideas and information to together live
into. We thank the team who is making this 18-month commitment to
work the process from beginning to end. Offered through the Office of
the Bishop, they cannot guarantee what outcomes St John’s will
experience, but as a result of the process, it can be stated with certainty
that there will be transformation in the learning team and beyond and
that congregational vitality will be equipped to bring this transformation
to the congregation as a whole.

St John's team is Nicole Behrens, Sara Hegg-Dunn, and Loren Kolpin.
Others are welcome to join them!

Looking Ahead
Mark your calendar A congregational potluck will follow the semi-
annual meeting on January 27. Families with last names A-J bring a
main dish, K-R bring a side dish or salad, and S-Z bring a dessert.
Beverages and table service will be provided. No worship on Saturday,
January 26",

Daily Readings Deepen your encounter with God’s Word. These daily
readings continue God’s ongoing story of love & rescue for you,
expanding from today’s reading. Matthew 3:1-17

Monday, Psalm 2:7-8, Ps a | m

Tuesday, Judges 13:1-7, The Birth of Sam

Wednesday, Isaiah 11:1-9,Go@&@ Peacef ul Ki nc

Thursday, Zechariah 3:1-10,J oshua and Sat a

Friday, Numbers 31:21-24,C| eansi ng by Fi
Saturday, Isaiah 40:1-11,A Voi ce i n the Wi



Shower the nursery! As part of our repurposing rooms at St. John’s we
are planning a nursery on the second floor near the sanctuary. We
need new toys for the nursery, age appropriate toys that our young ones
can use safely. We have developed a list of toys that we’d like to have in
the nursery and we are asking congregation members to make a
donation for a toy or to purchase a toy. Tags will be available in the
narthex for toys to purchase in January. Take a tag, purchase the toy,
and return the toy to the church.

If you prefer you can make a monetary donation and we will combine
donations and purchase toys from the list. Thank you for your help.

Reaching Out
Prayer Shawl Ministry for more than a decade St. John’s Prayer Shawl
Ministry has provided this comforting warmth to our members and
others in need. We need others to join the knitting or crocheting team.
Please find out more by talking to Susan Willig, Doris Sundell or the
office at 236-4946. Want to learn to knit or crochet in order to take part
in this ministry? Doris and Susan would be happy to teach you.

MICA items needed — Rice & pasta.
The Week of January ot at St. John’s

Sunday 8:30 am | Choir rehearsal Music room
1/13/19 9:30 am | Worship Service Sanctuary
10:30 am | Coffee Fellowship Fellowship Hall

10:45 am | Faith Formation Lower Level
4™ grade Pre-conf
11:00 am | Adult Forum Forum room
Monday |11:00 am |Bible Study Forum room

1/14/19
Tuesday |6:45am Men’s Breakfast West Side Diner
1/15/19 9:30 am | Love Letter mtg

11:00 am | Sarah Circle McNally’s Deli
1:00 pm | Quilter’s Room 17
Wed 3:30pm | T.G.LLW. GUMC

1/16/19 4:00 pm | 4" grade Pre-conf
6:30 pm Confirmation
Thursday |9:30 am | Lydia Circle
1/17/19
Saturday |5:30 pm | Worship Service Sanctuary
1/19/19
Sunday 8:30 am | Choir rehearsal Music room
1/20/19 9:30 am | Worship Service Sanctuary
10:30 am | Coffee Fellowship Fellowship Hall
10:45 am | Faith Formation Lower Level
11:00 am | Adult Forum Forum room
11:00 am | New member class

See you in worship and places along the way!




